
54. 0141

OUTDOOR MEETS, APRIL 1947 TO APRIL 1949

The total number of official Meets held during this period has been 37: 
French Alps, Skye, Fort William, the Lakes, 21 meets at Glan Dena and 
plenty of gritstone climbing and local walks. Interest in the Meets ma.y 
be gauged by the fact that average attendance has increased from 22 in 
1947/8 to 28 in 1948/9.

The Meet at Les Tines, above Chamonix, held in July 1947, owed much 
of its success to the able and hardworking leadership of Mr. Dennis 
M.unns and his work in making up balanced parties with the two guides, 
Burnet and Cachat. Bad weather marred the first few days, but parties 
climbed, during the all-too-short twelve days, Aiguille d'Argentiere, 
Aiguille du Plan, Dent du Requin, Mont Blanc, and Aiguille du Tour. 
The notable guideless ascent of the Requin is described earlier in this 
Journal; on this, as on the other ascents, the lady members of the party 
took their part.

Mr. Cyril Machin's leadership of the Skye Meets again proved 
immensely successful; his unbounded energy and enthusiasm resulted in 
a fine list of ascents on both occasions. The ridge of the Dubhs and the 
pinnacle ridge of Sgurr Nan Gillean were popular expeditions, and climbs 
of high standards were led by lady members of the party as well as by the 
men. The traverse of the Main Ridge from end to end, for which 
Mr. Machin with Messrs. E. Lloyd and D. Stevens left Glenbrittle at 
7.30 a.m. arriving at Sligachan at 3 a.m. next morning, was also notable 
for the leader's feat in taking his party up Naismith's Route on the 
Bhasteir Tooth at 11 p.m. in the last daylight. Offdays to Rhum, the 
Quiraing and Dunvegan Castle were enjoyed. And on the way home the 
indefatigable Mr. Machin, not wishing to waste the Sunday, traversed 
Ben Macdhui, slept out at the Shelter Stone in a snowstorm, crossed 
Cairn Gorm to Aviemore next day and caught the Sunday night train 
for the south.

Ben Nevis at Easter 1948 was at first short of snow; but this quickly 
arrived in large quantities and some very beautiful expeditions were made 
The Tower Ridge proved a tough problem under these conditions and one 
party, completing the climb in darkness and a snow blizzard, did not get 
down until early morning. Ridge walking on the Mamores bagged all 
the summits, and one party under the leadership of Mr. Duff had excite 
ment on the Great Ridge of Gars Bheinn in Ardgour before very bad 
weather compelled a retreat from half-way up the climb. The Journal 
will have gone to press before this year's Fort William meet. It will 
be our fourth successive annual visit.

Mr. Gavin Parish led both Lakes meets, in 1947 and 1948, the former 
being at Burnthwaite and the latter at Raw Head, Langdale, by kind 
invitation of the F.R.C.C.. who sent a party to Glan Dena in exchange. 
1947 saw West Wall on Pillar, Abbey Buttress and Jones* Route from 
Deep Ghyll climbed among many other routes, and in 1948 the climbing 
included Gimmer E, Gimmer Crack and Central on Bowfell Buttress. Some 
Gimmer " S'everes " were led by lady members.

Derbyshire Meets included visits to Black Rocks and a happy joint 
Meet each year with the Rucksack Club. This year a delightful walk from
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Hartington to the Dovedale Stepping Stones had a record attendance of 
66 following the Dinner in Birmingham, including guests and friends. 
Mr. Machin, on the Kmderscout Meets, has conducted many victims 
through the damp and intricate recesses of the Giant's Hole and Bagshawe 
Cavern, and the excellent fare at Tunstead House was doubly appreciated. 
Walks in the.Hints district and the Cotswolds (Mary Fuller leading the 
latter) were also much enjoyed.

At Glan Dena there have been many well-attended Meets. The 1947 
Anniversary Meet was signalised by a new climb on Tryfan, Anniversary 
Route, led by Mr. Eric Byne. Another annual fixture which we hope will 
continue is the " Presidents' Meet," for Past Presidents, Original Members 
and Wives. Mr. G. A. Lister's party in 1947 had an average age of 66. 
In connection with the success of these Meets we thank our 
good friends Mrs. Williams (and her hardworking family) at Gwern- 
y-gof Uchaf, and Mr. and Mrs. Myrddin Jones of Ogwen Cottage, for 
being most helpful with meals, sandwiches and accommodation of over 
flow parties; also for keeping a fatherly eye on our property.

Working-party Meets under the cheery leadership of Mr. Clutter- 
buck have mingled sociability with hard work to some purpose. Last 
year professional aid was enlisted to fit the new copper pipes and sim 
plified draining system.

The Novices' Meet in 1947 well repaid the organisation of the "instruc 
tors." Both the Christmas Meets in this period were led by Mr. and 
Mrs. R. A. Davis, and all who attended those festive parties are loud in 
their praise of the way the leaders devoted themselves to the comfort 
and enjoyment of all present. Good weather made for good climbing on 
each occasion; in 1948 a magnificent bird sent by the President simplified 
the catering' arrangements for the Christmas dinner.

The large number of our Meets at Glan Dena during the continued 
petrol shortage has only been made possible by the transport of parties 
by coach and we have been most fortunate in having such a helpful and 
pleasant driver in Mr. Hemmings (or "Jim." as he is now known to 
most of us). Although the start of the return trip on Sunday evenings 
is frequently delayed by parties returning late from climbs, Jim has never 
failed to respond to " please step on it," and gets back to Birmingham 
in time to enable train and last bus connections to be caught.

During the Summer of 1949 several Meets have already been well 
booked-up by members, notably the ones to be held at Skye and Coniston 
at Whitsuntide, and a new venture which is being keenly looked forward 
to, a Meet in Norway during August.

Our enthusiastic London Section has held monthly climbing meets 
at Harrison Rocks or Stone Farm Rocks, and two coach-borne meets 
at Glan Dena, during last summer, and there have been country walks 
during the winter. The average attendance has been about twenty. A 
meet at the Climbers' Club Hut at Bosigran is being arranged for the 
first week in July.

F.H.R.
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