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REVIEWS

Mautntam Paths. H. E. G. Tyndale. New Alpine Library. 12/6.

It would seem almost audacious to x comment on the writings of one 
who has attained distinction in the literary sphere, and who is also a 
mountaineer of equal eminence. " Mountain Paths " excites interest from 
the beginning of the first chapter to the charming soliloquy in the final 
paragraph every passage is beautifully written and will appeal irresistibly 
to the mountaineer reader. Not all of us are so fortunate as to enjoy 
excursions to the hills by wav of relief to the round of school life as did 
our author. A visit to Pen-y-Gwryd at the invitation of a sympathetic 
master none other than R.L.G. Trying, followed by a holiday in the 
Pennine Alps, worked on one who had devoured with youthful appetite 
the earlier classics of mountain literature and completely won him as 
a faithful disciple. As the book proceeds, we are taken to many regions 
of the Alps with a diversion to the Peloponnese where season by season 
his climbing experience widened and matured in the company of friends, 
many of whom have long since earned a place in the hierarchy of our 
mountaineering fraternity. Anecdote and reminiscence abound as we 
pursue our way on what is surely an unusually impressive array of 
climbing expeditions.

We are privileged to have many glimpses of well-known mountaineer 
ing personalities and to recognise our author's intense admiration of that 
Carinthian giant among men the veteran Julius Kugy.

I am sure many mountaineers will experience a feeling of gratefulness 
to Mr. Tyndale for sharing with us, through his writings, so many intimate 
and exquisite pictures only occasionally do we get such notable and worth 
while contributions to our climbing literature. A.E.W.

British Plant Life. Dr. W. B. Turrill. 21/-.
This work is one of the " New Naturalist" series which have made 

a survey of British Natural History. The aim of this series is to interest 
the general reader in the wild life of Britain by recapturing the inquiring 
spirit of the old naturalists.

The volume is superbly illustrated with 53 colour photographs by 
Adprint Ltd., 27 photographs in black and white with maps and diagrams 
and the text in clear print.

In the illustrations we recognise many old favourites Fleabane, Wood 
Anemone and Butterwort, to mention only a few companions on our 
wanderings in the countryside, the woodland glades, and on the higher hills.

The intention of the work is that it may serve as an introduction 
to the study of British plants as " living changing organisms." The reading 
of the introductory chapters one and two is essential in order to get full 
enjoyment out of what follows: " The Very Beginning," a brief but simple 
exposition and one which will interest the enquiring mind. Much useful 
reference matter is contained in the appendices and accompanying chapters 
with an excellent glossary and index.

A most valuable book and one which should find its place in all private 
collectio_ns and libraries. We look forward to reading more works in 
this 'delightful series. "Country-Lover."

The Mountains of Snoivdoiytin. Carr & Lister. IS/-.
This new and revised edition is undoubtedly one of the most compre 

hensive books dealing «'ith a mountain area. Therein will be found some 
thing of interest for all lovers of Snowdonia climber, geologist, botanist. 
The first edition was a mammoth volume designed to grace the bookcase, 
but its successor, while no less handsome, is delightfully compact.
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The Geological Section is very fine and has interest for expert and tyro alike. After a close study of this part of the book mountaineers will come to understand more readily how some of our handholds on the rocks came to be placed so conveniently or of course the converse.I may perhaps be forgiven for saying that the chief feature of interest to the mountaineer would be the Climbing Section. Geoffrey Winthrop Young in his inimitable and most interesting way describes early climbing from Pen-y-Gwryd, while C. F. Holland writes of climbs in the Ogwen area between the years 1910 and 1924. Kretschmer deals with climbing in all areas of Snowdonia, but exclusively of "modern" climbing of the later epoch. Somehow this pocket history of the great days gone past seems incomplete, and I have to admit to feeling more than a tinge of regret that the scope of this work was not widened to embrace the halcyon days when Owen Glynne Jones roamed the Ogwen Valley looking for new courses to conquer.
The whole volume is superbly illustrated to a level in keeping with the excellent material within. A careful examination of this new publication will serve to justify the already established view that it is the authoritative and standard work on Snowdonia. E.B.

Highland Days. Thomas Weir. 12/6.
We in the Midlands can well regard' the Highlands as the difference between the Alps and our local hills! First the Midland mountaineer will explore and climb in the hills of Arran, Central Highlands or Skye, which inevitaby leads to his thinking what grand possibilities the even more remote parts of Scotland can offer. He will also sharply realize that from here onwards suitably placed accommodation and lack of trans port become a difficult question.
Thomas Weir, in this very modest and invitingly written book, deals with practically the whole of the Highlands. In his many trips from Glasgow he chooses various lone camp sites as bases from which to climb on many of the outlying peaks; Beinn Eighe, An Teallach, A'Chailleach, Stac Polly and Ben More Assynt to quote only a few.Many members of our club are anxiously waiting for the time when it will again be possible to transport our camping kit by car to these more remote parts of the Highlands, and so make a combined climbing-camping holiday.
Here then is almost the equivalent of a guide book, the routes of which need to be followed upon detailed maps in order to get the best from its reading matter. G.R.

The Splendid Hills. The Life and Photographs of Vittcrrio Sella. Ronald Clark. 35/-.
We are indebted to Mr. Clark for collecting and presenting to us the finest Sella photographs. The Italian Vittorio Sella devoted his life to photographing the high mountains. The major part of his work was carried out between 1879 and 1910 during which period he formed a truly remarkable collection of such photographs and justly achieved world-wide fame. The book shows us 83 full page photographs divided between the Alps, the Caucasus, Mount St. Elias in Alaska, Ruwenzqrt and the Hima laya and Karakoram. In spite of the technical limitations of their day, these photographs are well up to the hi^h standard which we are accus tomed to find in modern photographic books of this nature.The book is prefaced by a short biography of the photographer which reminds us that he was also a mountaineer of some eminence, and gives us an idea of the immense effort and care which he devoted to the production of his photographs. J.P.G.P.
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